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Abstract

In the present study, apart from the penological and philosophical aspects, the effect
of sociological changes and factors on the increasing use of the death penalty
alongside its reduction in relation to drug crimes are studied. That being so, a question
which is addressed in this study is: How can punishment and social solidarity theory
can explicate the main reasons of increasing use of death penalty for some drug
traffickers in early years of the Islamic Revolution and over the Iran—Iraq War (1980-
1988), and public execution? At that point in time, the execution of death penalty was
an emotional expression and a reflection of community anger against the violation of
social values. Hence, the death penalty has presented the most significant function in
such social atmosphere. However as the time passed, the attitude of people and elites
towards the punishment, especially towards inflicting the death penalty on drug
criminals, was upgraded. One of the most important signs of mentioned evolution is
the non-execution of the death penalty in public.

Keywords: Death Penalty, Drugs, Social Solidarity, Social Transformation.
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