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Abstract

Confession is a traditional and common evidence in criminal cases. It is assumed
that a reasonable person does not plead guilty. However, in some cases,
defendants confess crime which they actually have not committed. In the present
paper, by applying the case study method, ten cases indicating the role of police
in obtaining false confession are analyzed. The data were collected by case
analysis, observation and interviews.. When the police come to believe that a
person is a criminal and has failed to acquire any evidence, a confession from a
suspect is the simplest solution to prove the allegation and rest the case. Police
officers may obtain a false confession by a three-step process: Suspected
misclassification, coercion, and contamination. Recording interrogations along
with training correct ways of interrogation and informing police officers regarding
false confessions may pave the way for preventing or reducing the rate of false
confessions in the police investigation.

Keywords: False Confession, Criminal Evidence, Police Interrogation, Reid
Technique, Psychological Coercion.
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