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In any society, the establishment of public order and security is
regarded as one of the fundamental pillars of social stability. The
primary objective of this endeavor is to prevent disorder and create a
peaceful and secure environment in which citizens can live safely and
with dignity. The right to social health is one of the most important
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factors directly related to the maintenance of public order and security,
providing a foundation for sustainable development.

The right to social health extends beyond mere access to healthcare
and medical services. It entails ensuring the conditions necessary for
all members of society to attain the highest possible standard of
physical and mental well-being. These conditions include access to a
safe environment, quality education, opportunities for social
participation, and distributive justice. The right to social health is not
merely a fundamental human necessity; it is also a cornerstone of
public welfare and the social state. Its absence or inadequate
protection may weaken social cohesion, contribute to increased crime
and social unrest, and undermine other human rights.

International reports indicate that societies with low levels of social
health may be significantly more vulnerable to crime and civil unrest,
underscoring the importance of preventive policies. In this context,
participatory criminal policy—as an emerging approach that
emphasizes the active involvement and cooperation of citizens and
civil society institutions—may provide an effective framework for
preventing violations of the right to social health.

Realizing the right to health face significant challenges, so traditional
criminal justice approaches—which are predominantly state-centered
and reactive—may be insufficient to address the complex social
factors underlying such violations. By contrast, participatory criminal
policy, as an evolving approach within the criminal justice system,
emphasizes constructive interaction and cooperation between formal
judicial institutions and civil society. In this sense, criminal policy can
be understood as a set of governmental and non-governmental
strategies, measures, and interventions aimed at preventing and
controlling crime. In this respect, the present study aimed to identify
the obstacles to and develop strategies for participatory criminal
policy aimed at preventing violations of citizens’ right to social health
in Iran.
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Materials and Methods

The present study employed a descriptive—analytical research method
based on library research and a qualitative approach. By examining
criminal policy and participatory criminal policy, the study analyzed
the status of the right to social health in Iranian law.

Results and Discussion

Participatory criminal policy has, to some extent, contributed to
promoting social welfare by advancing the right to social health
through the utilization of community capacities. However, several
factors—including insufficient institutional support, social resistance,
limited public awareness, the weakening of social solidarity, and a
lack of transparency and trust-building—remain significant obstacles
to the realization of this right in Iran. In this regard, key strategies
include the legalization of disclosure mechanisms, the strengthening
of social resilience through local networks and non-governmental
organizations to enhance citizen participation, greater transparency in
public affairs, and the development of trust between the government
and citizens through accountability and transparency.

The realization of the right to social health is not only a legal
obligation but also a moral and social necessity that should be
incorporated into government policies and programs to promote social
justice and enhance public welfare. As an emerging approach,
participatory criminal policy seeks to prevent violations of the right to
social health by encouraging the active involvement of citizens and
non-governmental organizations. By drawing on the capacities of the
community, this approach can contribute to the promotion of social
welfare; however, its effectiveness depends on greater transparency,
trust-building, public awareness, and citizen participation.

Conclusion

The right to social health is recognized as a fundamental human right
not only within the domestic legal systems of states but also under
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international law. This right has broad dimensions and extends beyond
access to healthcare services. It encompasses the conditions necessary
for individuals and communities to achieve an adequate standard of
health, including access to a safe environment, quality education,
social participation, and distributive justice. Within this broader
framework, the right to social health constitutes an important
dimension, referring to the conditions that enable all members of
society to attain the highest possible level of social well-being.
Because the right to social health is closely connected to social
cohesion, public order, and security, its protection is of considerable
importance to governments. Nevertheless, ensuring the effective
realization of this right remains challenging and is subject to various
legal, institutional, and social obstacles. These challenges highlight
the need for approaches that move beyond purely state-centered and
reactive mechanisms and instead promote greater participation by
citizens and civil society in the development and implementation of
criminal policy.

Keywords: Criminal policy, Preventive strategy, Right to health,
Social health
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