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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Before criminal laws are enacted, interpreted, or applied, the
principles of criminal law logic should guide every stage of the legal
process. Adherence to these principles during both legislation and
interpretation reduces ambiguity and helps prevent deviations from
sound and consistent legal interpretation. The logic of criminal law
may be defined as the body of principles that governs both the
criminalization of conduct and the determination of punishment at the
enactment stage, as well as the interpretation and application of
criminal laws by judicial authorities.
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The logic of criminal law is characterized by four key features. First,
it promotes coherence among the components of the legal system.
Second, it ensures that criminal legislation is grounded in rational
analysis and an underlying criminal policy developed during the pre-
legislative stage. Third, it seeks to produce legislation that is clear,
precise, and free from ambiguity. Fourth, it requires that the
interpretation and application of criminal laws be governed by
established principles of statutory interpretation, thereby minimizing
the influence of an individual interpreter’s personal preferences.

The current study aimed to examine some of the most significant legal
principles, rules of criminalization, and principles of criminal law
logic that govern both the enactment and the interpretation of criminal
law. By adhering to these principles, legislators and judicial
authorities can promote greater efficiency, coherence, and consistency
within the legal system, while also strengthening public trust in the
rule of law and the legal system.

Materials and Methods

This study employed a descriptive—analytical methodology. It relied
on library research and relevant documentary sources to collect the
data.

Results and Discussion

Among the basic criteria that should guide the development of
criminal laws are several core principles that ensure the coherence,
legitimacy, and effectiveness of criminal law. First, criminal laws
must conform to constitutional principles, thereby maintaining
consistency within the legal system and preventing the unjustified
expansion of the scope of crime. Second, the law should be drafted in
clear and precise language in accordance with the principle of the
legality of crimes and punishments. Such clarity not only safeguards
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the rights and freedoms of citizens but also limits the possibility of
judges relying on personal preferences when interpreting relevant
laws. Third, the principle of moderation requires that, among the range
of available sanctions, the least severe punishment capable of
achieving the intended purpose should be selected.

The logic of criminal law further requires that the criminal policy
underlying legislation be firmly grounded in constitutional principles
and a rights-centered approach. Such an approach ensures that
individual freedoms are restricted only when strictly necessary while
providing effective protection for public security. By contrast, a
security-centered criminal policy, particularly during periods of
temporary crisis, often assumes that the appropriate response to social
disorder is the broadest possible criminalization accompanied by the
harshest available penalties. This approach is inconsistent with the
logic of criminal law, undermines constitutional values, and
ultimately contributes to the dehumanization of criminal law.

Conclusion

The logic of criminal law constitutes a coherent and systematic
framework that governs every stage of the criminal justice process,
from the drafting of legislation to its application and judicial
interpretation. This framework is guided by established principles and
criteria of criminalization, ensuring consistency throughout the legal
system. Accordingly, when judges interpret criminal laws, they should
do so within this framework by applying its established interpretive
principles rather than relying on personal views or preferences. Such
an approach protects individual rights and freedoms, promotes legal
certainty, and enhances consistency in the application of criminal law.
This study examined several interpretive principles that have received
relatively limited scholarly attention, including the interpretation of
criminal law in light of constitutional principles, the interpretation of
vague and subjective legal concepts through objective criteria, and a
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justice-oriented approach to the interpretation of criminal laws. These
principles seek to ensure that criminal laws are interpreted
systematically and consistently with the logic of criminal law, thereby
preserving the coherence of the legal order. They also emphasize that
judges and legal interpreters are not free to adopt arbitrary
interpretations but must remain bound by established principles while
pursuing justice.

Finally, this study proposed the enactment of a comprehensive law
that codifies the fundamental principles governing the drafting and
interpretation of criminal laws. Such legislation should be grounded
in a rights-centered criminal policy and incorporate the principles of
restorative justice, while also establishing clear standards for
legislative drafting and judicial interpretation. The adoption of such a
framework would strengthen the Iranian criminal law system.

Keywords: Legal principles, Criminalization rules, Enactment,
Constitutional law, Interpretation, Criminal law logic.
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